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The Wigmore Group Parish Council wish everyone a  

Happy Christmas and look forward to supporting our residents in  

making 2018 a memorable and enjoyable year. 

 

  
 

A selection of pictures of 
this well attended event 

may be seen on page 12 of 
this newsletter. 

 
An album of all photos will 
be available shortly in the 

Mortimer Stores. 

A very enjoyable evening 
was spent in the village hall 
with the presentation to our 
community shop volunteers 

of the 
Queens Award for         
Voluntary Service 
 by Lady Darnley,          
Lord Lieutenant of         

Herefordshire. 
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Your parish councillors are: 
 

Wigmore 

Bryan Casbourne MBE—770155 

Vic Harnett—770445—Chair 

Jenny Johnson—770162 

Helena Leclezio– 770679 

Kevan Perkins  - 770060 

Leinthall Starkes 

Alan Dowdy—770121 

Graham Probert—770543 

Elton 

Gill Bilbrough—770654 

Pipe Aston 

Clare Major—770588 

County Councillor 

Carol Gandy—780583 

Parish Clerk 

Jano Rochefort  - 770282 

clerk.wigmoregpc@outlook.com 
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Snippits from your parish council 

 

 

We held another village 

“dust up” in the autumn 

and collected some 4 

bin bags of rubbish. 

This shows a continuing    

improvement over previous occasions. 

We are now planning for this to be a   

regular event with the next one scheduled 

for around Mar/Apr time. 
 

You may have noticed some additional 

road signs have been installed at the 

A4110/Ford Street junction indicating   

“pedestrians sharing road space”, and an 

“unsuitable for HGV’s” at  Bury Lane.  
 

Dog fouling has again been raised       

particularly where it can affect our       

children and youngsters on the school 

playing fields. Actions have now been 

started by the school and supported by 

the parish council, to stop dog walking 

across the school field other than on the 

designated footpaths and then only with a 

dog on a lead. 
 

Our Bury Lane community field usage has 

been  discussed along with various inputs 

from  residents—please see page 10 for 

more information. 
 

Where is all your money going? - see 

page 11. 

WHAT IS TAI CHI? 
 
 There is much more to tai chi than I can 
explain in one sentence but the reason I 
study and teach this wonderful Art is that I 
enjoy the flowing movements which bring a 
sense of tranquillity and purpose. 
Numerous studies have shown that tai chi 
improves muscular strength, flexibility, and 
improves overall quality of life and well   
being. The overriding reason I love tai chi is 
because it feels good! And it’s fun! Our   
Wigmore class is small, friendly and       
students learn at their own rate. 
 
Classes are currently held on Mondays, 
10.30 am to 12.30 pm (beginners 10.30 to 
11.30 am), Wigmore Village Hall. It takes 
about eight weeks to feel the benefits and 
students can join at any time. 
Classes recommence Monday, 8th Jan, 

2018.  For further information ring   
Jan on 01568 770 258. 
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Draft Wigmore Group Parish  

Neighbourhood Plan   

The draft Wigmore Group Neighbourhood Plan has now 

been finalised, agreed by Hereford Council, and       

approved by our parish council. 

The parish council have now arranged two open meetings for residents to review the   

document, register any comments, and obtain further information  

These dates are : 

Monday 8th January 2018 between 6.30 and 7.45pm  and 

a coffee afternoon on Saturday January 27th between 2pm and 4pm 

Both taking place in the Wigmore village hall. 

Further information may be had from Jano Rochefort—details on page 2. 

CAMEO 
Looking back and onwards 

By Bridget Thomas 
 

When I arrived to live in Wigmore in 2005 there was a distinct lack of communication in 
the village. The post office was about to close, the church congregation was falling, and 
the village shop was almost defunct. Of course the Village Initiative was about to explode 
into life, but we did not know that yet. 
 

Towards the end of the year various groups invited villagers to attend a meeting to      
discuss how to improve this. The result was the formation of CAMEO, or  
 

Come And Meet Each Other. 
 

 

Margaret Heels and I founded the group. It took a year of meetings, forms and talking to 
other groups. Then we booked the small room at the Village Hall for each 1st Tuesday of 
the month, sent round flyers and told as many people as we could that CAMEO was now 
operational. Of course there had been an enormous amount of meetings with various    
august bodies, and there were piles of forms to complete. Margaret was the specialist in 
this field, and she won an award from Herefordshire Volunteering for doing it.  
 

Slowly at first, then more and more, people trickled in. They paid a small amount each 
time for a cuppa and a biscuit, and sometimes they were rewarded by having a speaker 
come to tell an interesting story of an adventure, or how a garden had been created.   
Sadly Margaret died, but her work had already born fruit and CAMEO continued running. 
 

After all these years the group has evolved into something rather different. People meet, 
still on the 1st Tuesday of the month, outside the village hall and a venue has been      
selected according to the annual programme, and is reached by car sharing. This is      
especially attractive for those people without transport who do not manage to get out 
much. 
 

There are exceptions to the 1st Tuesdays; on Wednesday 10th January 2018 the Annual 
Lunch will be held at The Oak pub in Wigmore. Notices about meetings are to be seen in 
the village shop. 
 

If you are interested in joining in, do contact Margaret and Les Barclay, T 01568 
770618, who now run the group and compile the programme. 
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Wigmore Village Hall 
 
As a result of a grant from Garfield Weston we will be starting the upgrading of the     

lighting in the village hall. This will give users more 

control over the lights and provide switches at both 

ends of the hall. In addition we are planning some 

new front doors—this will enable us to keep the doors 

closed and the warmth in, whilst still maintaining   

access to our essential public toilets facility. 

We are also in the process of seeking additional funds 

to complete other planned changes for the hall—all 

towards making this essential village asset a more attractive and useable one. The village 

hall committee is also holding talks with Wigmore school on providing an ongoing meeting 

place for a number of school activities. This could also mean some additional equipment 

and facilities available for other village hall users. 

If you are interested in joining the village hall committee or simply assisting 

with a range of village hall activities then please contact Jenny Johnson—details 

on page 2.  

Mortimer Country Newsletter 

 

For the past 5 or 6 years I have been editing and producing the      

Mortimer Newsletter on behalf of the Wigmore Group Parish   

Council. The time is now fast approaching when I would wish to 

hand over this role to someone else. We produce 4 copies per year 

and use some fairly basic software (Publisher) in its production. 

The majority of copy comes from local residents so it is not a role 

where the editor has to go on the hunt for items! 

You will need some basic pc skills such as manipulating photos etc but nothing outside 

what already appears on most mobile phones! 
 

If you are interested please contact our parish clerk, Jano Rochefort, with any relevant 

details and we can take your interest from there. 
 

Bryan Casbourne—editor 
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From our county councillor—Carole Gandy 

My husband  and I attended the car boot sale at Bury Lane and were  very impressed out 

how well it was organised and how popular it was.  I hope a lot more events could be held 

on the field.  

Whilst there I spoke to some of the lads and parents keen on having a small skate park in 

the area and I was impressed with their enthusiasm and apparent commitment.  I believe 

that such a provision for the young people of Wigmore would bring a considerable benefit.  

As we approach the festive season I am sure that many of you are busy organising  com-

munity  events and I hope they go well.  For me this time of year  brings amazing colours 

and some brilliant sunny days  but also dark cold, wet  and often foggy nights which draw 

attention   more than ever to the  poor condition of many of our rural roads. You will have 

read that Herefordshire Council has been awarded £5 million by the government to focus 

specifically on the strategic economic corridors leading to Herefordshire’s Enterprise Zone.  

The Mortimer group of Parish Councils recently met to consider a joint response to Here-

fordshire Council’s budget consultation.  We identified the three main priorities as rural 

road maintenance, broadband and gritting.  We recognised that there were many more is-

sues but felt that by concentrating on a few might have a greater impact.  

If you are an entrepreneur, own a start-up or SME located in the Midlands, the Midlands 

Engine Investment Fund (MEIF) could provide the funding you need to help your business 

realise its potential so please take a look at their website.  The children of this County are 

our future and it is good to see that the support Herefordshire Council gives to our Early 

Years children has moved from being one of the worst performing five council areas in the 

country in 2010 to  being one of the top 25% nationally in 2017.  One of the most        

important duties of a County Council is to ensure its young children get a good start in life 

and I am really pleased to see such an improvement. 

Following on from this I would like to make a plea to all of you, Herefordshire has a small 

but significant number of children who have been identified as suffering from neglect.  

Cases of neglect often rely upon local people flagging up to the authorities a concern.  Do 

not be afraid to do so, calls will always be taken seriously.  If you have a concern please 

do not hesitate to contact cypd@herefordshire.gcsx.gov.uk or 01432 260800.  

 

As always please do not hesitate to contact me if you have a problem, or just 

want a chat.  I am also always happy to visit you if that would be easier. Just tel-

ephone 01568 780583 or email carole.gandy@herefordshire.gov.uk 

 

 

 

mailto:cypd@herefordshire.gcsx.gov.uk
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The St James Project 

In September the Wigmore Centre CIC held an 

open meeting at the Village Hall to share the latest 

information. We were pleased that about 50    

members of our community were interested, or       

concerned enough, to attend. The numerous     

consultations which had taken place since January 

were reviewed by our Chair, Jill Fieldhouse, 

then our Architect, Garry Thomas, went on to    

describe in more detail how those have impacted the design of the new facilities in and 

around the church, and showed colourful artists impressions. Bridget Thomas followed 

this with a graphic description of how our local history would be 'interpreted' by way of 

information points in and around the church. 

After the presentations, questions from the floor were encouraged, and many were     

concerned about a new building material suggested, ie Corten®. This looks very different 

to materials usually associated with stone buildings, but is in fact encouraged for use by 

Historic England (formerly English Heritage) who have to approve our plans – they'd     

rather we introduced a new material than have a poor match with the existing 1,000 year 

old stone. It's a material which is very versatile and unlike wood, requires no         

maintenance, which is critical in keeping the ongoing costs of this project to a           

manageable level. For those of you who didn't get an opportunity to see and feel this   

material at the meeting, there are some wonderful examples of its use online. (Google—

Corten Venice!) 

There was an opportunity for more informal discussion to be had and also a questionnaire 

to be filled in which asked for suggestions for use of the new community space. Thank 

you all for your input, we welcome new ideas, practical suggestions and even challenging 

criticism - it's very helpful to keep us on the right track! 

We're now awaiting feedback from all those 'amenity' groups who have an interest in the 

project – for example, the Victorian Society and the Society for the Preservation of      

Ancient Buildings (SPAB) – who will inevitably come up with some comments about the   

proposed plans to which we need to respond, either with changes or justification for that 

particular element of the design. Artists impressions are still on display, along with some 

professional reports, in St James' Church. 

In the meantime, St James still has bills to pay which the Heritage Lottery Fund does not 

cover, so please do what you can to support any fund-raising activities. 

(www.thewigmorecentre.org website has information about the project, and links to 

facebook and Twitter on the first page if you'd like to keep up to date with progress.)   

http://www.thewigmorecentre.org/
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Wigmore and District Gardening Club 

 

Our highlight from the last quarter was a super overnight trip to North Wales, expertly or-

ganised by Ian. Ian also seemed to have organised the weather as the sun shone 

throughout the two days. We arrived at The Hidden Gardens of Plas Cadnant, on Angle-

sey, just in time for lunch and a most enthusiastic introduction from the owner. A retired 

farmer, he bought the neglected, overgrown estate in 1996, lovingly restored it, only to 

see all his work washed away in a disastrous flood two years ago. You would never know 

that now, as the gardens have been painstakingly restored to their former glory with the 

help of volunteers. It is a beautiful valley garden running down through cliffs to the sea 

and well worth visiting. We spent the night in Bangor and then drove on to the enormous 

and justly famous gardens of Bodnant, which in mid-summer were absolutely gorgeous 

and took the whole day to explore. 
 

Ray Wilkins kindly hosted the summer garden party in his lovely garden on the banks of 

the river Teme and our summer evening visit took us to Rhodds Farm with a guided tour 

of not only their extensive gardens but also their collection of vintage cars. 

Our own more humble car trips have included visits to Stocktonbury Gardens and the ever 

popular Picton Gardens, where members filled their boots from the nursery’s national col-

lection of Michaelmas daisies. (I’m not using the Latin name – the mythical ‘They’ have 

changed it so many times!).  
 

Our speakers have included a member of staff from The National Trust who gave us a well

-illustrated talk on the restoration of Attingham Park’s walled garden and a talk on the ori-

gins and conservation of cultivated plants by a well-known speaker on historical topics, Dr 

Murray Mylechreest. We were very lucky to have him as this was to be his last public talk 

before retiring. In September we had a gardening quiz to test our members’ knowledge 

and then our November speaker had to drop out at the last minute through illness, but 

luckily for us Gill and Vic Harnett swiftly stepped in and gave a fascinating and beautifully 

illustrated talk on their visit to Chile earlier this year – thank you so much. 

 

Our next meeting is our annual Christmas dinner at The Riverside Inn, which is so popular 

now that seats sold out very quickly. We will then be holding our AGM on Thursday 18th 

January at which several important items need to be discussed so we do urge all mem-

bers to do their best to attend. The programme for 2018 will also be made available then. 

We normally meet on the third Thursday of the month at 7.30 in Wigmore Village Hall and 

our car-trips usually leave the village hall at 1.30. We are a very friendly bunch of locals, 

of all stages of expertise, from the utter beginner to those who open their gardens for 

charity! Just come along and join in. 
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A Tribute to Dee Spoors 
By Margaret Barclay 

 

Nearly 20 years ago, when we first moved up here to Wigmore, I was 
working in our courtyard when someone leaned over the gate saying: 
“You are obviously a keen gardener - did you know there is a garden-
ing club in Wigmore?” 
That was Sylvia Johnson. We joined the club and there met Dee, who 
was one of the founder members. 
Alvin and Dottie met Dee in the same sort of way - except it was she 
who told them about the club. 
The Gardening Club then was on a very small scale - car sharing trips 
to gardens and chats about plants and gardening. It was intended to 
be a social group of like-minded people. We often met at Dee’s house 
to discuss outings, and meetings were held at first in the local pub, 
then in a class room in the Primary School. 
Dee was of course a keen gardener, and enjoyed showing people her 

difficult but lovely garden. 
As the Club grew, and we started to hold plant sales, it was Dee, a founder of the Club, 
who always brought reference books and manned the information table. She was a mine 
of down-to-earth information on plants and planting. 
Dee was also one of the most enthusiastic people I have ever met - physically small but 
every ounce of her was energy. She was a wise person and a good listener, knowing when 
not to speak. She really cared about people and exuded genuine concern. When my 
daughter died, Dee organised the purchase by the Gardening Club of a beautiful peony 
which, after 17 years, is still flourishing - so it acts as a memorial both for my daughter 
and for Dee. She also visited my son when he was in hospital. 
Dee always attended Club meetings until she moved to a flat in her daughter Pam’s 
house. When she became unable to drive she still came to meetings occasionally, with her 
friend Shirley or with Pam. 
I shall miss her - her knowledge, her ready wit and her laughter. A light has gone out in 
the lives of all who knew her. 
Goodbye Dee. 

 
 
 
 
 

School Experience Open Morning 

Wednesday 14th February, 2018 at Wigmore School, 9.30am - 12.30pm 

Are you considering a career in teaching? 
 

Hereteach Alliance ‘Train to Teach’ Open Morning event will provide you with the information 
you need to pursue a career in secondary teaching and the details of how to apply and train in 
and around Herefordshire. 
 

For further information please call 01568 770323 and ask for Hereteach or  
email: teachingschool@wigmore.hereford.sch.uk 
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 Mobile Post Office  
@ Wigmore 

 
 
 
 
Monday          11.00 to 12.30                                    

 
Tuesday          15.00 to 16.00                                  

 
Wednesday       no attendance 

 
Thursday        13.30 to 15.00                                

 
Friday             10.30 to 12.00                                    

 
Saturday         10.30 to 11.30      

Mortimer Village News is published by Wigmore 
Group Parish Council. 

The next edition is Mar 2018 with a copy date end 
of Feb 2018 

 Editor: Bryan Casbourne 
Email: casbourne@btinternet.com 

 
Any opinions expressed in this publication are those 
of the authors concerned and not necessarily those 

of the Wigmore Group Parish Council 

Funding for the parish 
 

Quiet period for funding—although we 

have secured some funding towards        

improving the lighting in the village hall 

and to replace the main entrance doors.  

 

Mortimer Country Stores 
Come along and see the range of Christmas goodies we offer! 

In the run up to 
Christmas the 

shop is offering 
free tickets for 

our hamper raffle 
to anyone making 
a purchase in the 

shop. 
The draw will take 
place in the shop 
on Friday 22nd 

Dec 2017 
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Community land in Bury Lane 

Our community land bordering Bury Lane is registered as “Land in Trust” 

meaning that the owners (the parish council) cannot dispose or build on 

the land and its prime purpose is for the benefit of the community. As 

such we are looking for a group of residents to form a management   

committee to manage, develop, and maintain this valuable community   

asset. We also see this committee being led by someone with previous 

relevant experience. A member of the parish council will be on the committee, represent-

ing the councils interests, but the committee, representing residents, will have a major 

say in how the site is used. It is also expected that the committee will play a significant 

role in seeking funding for any proposed enhancement of the site. All assistance in         

preparing funding applications will be given by the parish council. If this voluntary project 

is of interest to you please contact our parish clerk, Jano Rochefort, and let her have    

details of your interest and what expertise you can bring to the management committee. 

 

Dogs 

Once again we must remind dog owners and dog walkers that they 

should be clearing up after their dogs. Problems are still occurring on 

the Bury Lane Community and Playing Field, and not only with dog 

fouling. Recently careless dog walkers have been seen allowing their 

dogs to dig large holes around the children’s play area. The first lot of 

holes required six wheelbarrow loads of earth to fill them in. 
 

There is also a continuing dog fouling problem on the school-owned playing field, with 

dogs being allowed to be run free on this area. As a result of this unpleasant problem, the 

school is applying to have the playing fields designated as dog-free areas under the new 

Public Spaces Protection Orders legislation (PSPO). Dogs are no longer going to be al-

lowed on the school playing fields at all. These areas are for school use only and dog 

owners and dog walkers should not take, or allow to be taken, any dog onto the school 

playing fields. Any dog taken on the two Public Rights of Way crossing the school field 

must be kept on a lead and not allowed off the footpaths. 
 

It has also been noticed that children are walking the family dogs in the village but they 

are not clearing up after their dogs. We would remind parents that it is still the responsi-

bility of the dog owner to ensure that any dog faeces are removed promptly and should 

not be allowed to remain in a public area. Parents who allow their children to exercise the 

family pet dog should make sure their children understand the problems that dog fouling 

causes to others and that all dog walkers have a responsibility to clear up after their pet.   
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Wigmore Group Parish Council—Finance Matters 
 

It is clear from questions and criticism that the Parish Council has recently received con-

cerning financial matters, that it is not obvious to residents what services they are paying 

for from their local Parish Council tax (the Precept).   Your parish councillors are confident 

that with knowledge of the way your money is spent, we hope that this will alleviate your 

concerns.  We therefore propose to try to explain how Parish money is spent.   

The Parish Council is preparing its application to Herefordshire County for the 2018/19 

precept.   The good news is that the amount we propose to request is unchanged from 

the current years’ Parish precept.  During the current financial year, 2017/18, to date 

there has been unexpected expenditures on a replacement lamp post which was cracked 

and dangerous and for the removal of a tree in Wigmore closed churchyard, which was 

also in a dangerous condition.  We also have pending, the need for repairs to stone work 

in the churchyard which, as it was closed at the beginning of the twentieth century, falls 

to the Parish Council for payment.  This expenditure was not anticipated but has been 

dealt with by prudent management of our resources. 

In the past the Parish has had additional finance provided by Herefordshire Council for the 

lengthsman and P3 schemes.  The lengthsman payment to the parish council was to help 

with the upkeep of ditches and verges etc. However due to Herefordshire Council’s budget 

cuts this payment is ceasing at the end of the current year and any future cost for 

maintenance of ditches and verges will fall to the Parish completely.  The P3 payment, 

which covers upkeep of public footpaths, is reduced and will be discontinued from the end 

of the 2018/19 financial year.  Thus, the cost of these two areas of expenditure will then 

be transferred from Herefordshire Council to the Parish completely.  Despite this addition-

al financial burden, we do not propose to increase our Parish precept, but are comfortable 

to allow any overspend of budget to be taken from reserves, which we feel can be re-

duced.  Should there be high demands on the lengthsman’s finance bill due to bad weath-

er, as happened three years ago, we are also prepared to allow the reserves to reduce.   

The Parish Council must warn that the Parish precept request for the year 

2019/20 will have to finance the increases due to the removal of the additional 

county funded payments.  Reserves are finite and must be used carefully as there is a 

limit on how much is available.    Any other exceptional expenditure will therefore result 

in the need for additional funding via the Parish rate precept required for the following 

year.  We will keep residents updated during the coming year as to our progress with the 

control of these matters.  During these times of austerity it is inevitable that some areas 

of expenditure that have been paid by Herefordshire Council will cease and if the service 

they provided is to continue, then the cost will fall to the local Parish Council and will thus 

increase the Parish Council precept.   
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Left to right, top to bottom: 
 
Alvin and Lady Darley, Alison with Lady Darnley and the 
cadets 
 
Selina and Lady Darnley,  Freya, Tracey and Carole 
 
Joan and Janet,  Vanessa and Lady Darnley 
 
Tracey, Ann, Angela, Alison, and Matthew 

Queens 
Award for 
Voluntary 

Service 
 
 

The MBE for     
voluntary groups 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Award  
ceremony in 

Wigmore  
Village Hall 


